
STANDARDS

• Based on the NIJ test procedure using controlled 
plasticine as the backing.

• Each caters for own requirements, eg. Police 
standards mostly handguns and stabbing and 
military standards mostly fragments and rifles.

• Own South African standard SANS 1658:2006 
catering for South African threat scenario.

• Mostly 6 x shots on soft armour and 3 x shots on 
hard armour plates. (Excepting NIJ requiring 6 x 
shots and SANS requiring 5 x shots on HAP’s)



SANS 1658:2006 (Test variables)



NEW STANDARDS
Newer technologies, materials, improvement in understanding the technologies 

involved, life-cycle experiences and use in the field require continual 
updating of specifications.  Newer products will in future need to conform to 
these ever changing requirements.  The newest specifications reflect the 
following general trends:-
– Lower multishot requirements (3 x shots per plate)
– More life-cycle testing before acceptance

• Humidity
• Humidity and temperature cycling
• Water immersion
• “Tumbling” testing
• Drop tests

– More descriptive threat levels (Specialized)
– Repetitive batch testing
– Maintenance inspection (Every few years)
– Better and standardized information on labels


